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Do you have any comments you would like to add? 

• Let's just get on with it!!! 
• Excellent idea, sooner the better 
• Go for it 
• Having played Padel once at Epsom, I very much look forward to the new court being 

installed  
• I fully endorse the forward looking initiative! 
• Tennis & Padel Roll-up Sessions should work well together? Count me in. Cheers Ray  
• I have seen Padel in France and it looks like a good alternative to squash in the current 

circumstances.  We also need to keep the squash club relevant to future generations.  
• Is there an option to add a roof to enable a "proper" all year round facility like squash and 

racketball?  Otherwise the facility would be similar to tennis in terms of only being able to 
play weather permitting. 

• I love playing padel. Don't let any squash members dismiss it as tennis on a squash like court, 
because it isn't. In fact I've witnessed at Epsom that squash players more readily adapt to it 
that tennis players. To get people enthused, why not email out some Youtube links to best 
padel points. This 15 minute clip gives a good idea: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Upo4T8rabo and the tie break at the very end is 
particularly entertaining. 

• Padel would be a great addition & help to grow the club’s appeal with younger members.  
• Forward thinking and we need to move forward  
• Whilst I have played padel previously and enjoyed it I do wonder whether there is sufficient 

demand and whether it is attractive enough to draw members of the right demographic to 
the club. I am in my 30s and don't know of any peers that play padel. Have the club 
considered putting an all weather court on the grounds instead as I feel this is more likely to 
attract new members / a more diverse membership and may achieve the same aims more 
effectively?  

• Should be £4 or £5 per person debited directly from each player’s account to avoid 
freeloaders 

• One court and high demand would suggest quite limited availability - which bears upon the 
answers above. An offer of no increase until July 2021 is by no means generous given what I 
see as a very unreasonable expectation that full fees will apply notwithstanding the 4 month 
period of non-use due to COVID. Also - the new court is presumably unlikely to be available 



for some months so probably not much of a concession is being made by deferring an 
increase until July next! 

• Padel would be a great addition & help to grow the club’s appeal with younger members.  
• It's a great idea and will take the club forward. 
• I'm not sure that installing a padel court is the answer to generating increased membership 

of younger people. I'm a "younger" person and had never heard of padel despite playing 
racket sports all my life. I'm not sure the investment vs the return in both usage and 
membership demographic is worth it.  

• Padle seems like a interesting sport that I would like to try 
• "I would like to try Padel but this does not mean that I will become a regular player. Padel 

has to finance itself and not be subsidised by the other activities. Thus we need to know now 
how many members are very keen in playing the game and how much are prepared to pay. 
The question ""would you like to try Padel"" is not adequate in showing commitment.  

• Overall, if we need to take a risk on Padel for potentially saving the club I will not have an 
issue in paying the extra £50" 

• The Padel court would need to be as far away from the car park area as possible to maximise 
the remaining available grass area directly accessible from the car park especially for future 
outdoor activities and social events. 

• EPSOM tennis has thriving Padel Section  
• 1.5hrs is already too much, i suggest multiples of 1hr 
• Personally I would rather see another tennis ct. Along with better external facilities but I will 

back the club in whatever it decides.  
• Anything that get`s me playing.  As the better half will not allow me to play indoors until 

there is a vaccine. 
• The decision on whether to go-ahead with Padel should be delayed until the outlook for the 

Covid impact on the Club is more clear, and a proper marketing programme for the Club has 
been formulated.  This could mean a delay until Spring 2021, but would mean no great loss 
to Padel revenue in the meantime (winter months), a more weather-appropriate launch 
time, and the ability to react to any hit to Club finances from any second Covid wave.  

• "The proposed investment in padel is very high for the club, I would hope that a appropriate 
assessment has been undertaken to ensure that it is a good deal.  

• The grassed area of the club is presently an under used asset. The padel court should be 
located to optimise the grass area amenity that would remain." 

• Whilst I understand the reasoning behind Paddle I wonder if other options have been 
considered such as a multi-function court that would allow other alternative sports? This 
might allow additional income from external non-member sources. 

• I think Padel would help the club expand its membership & attract younger players. Great 
idea.  

• "I really like the idea of adding Padel Tennis to the club's facilities. However, I think if we are 
to take it seriously and eventually play matches against other clubs, we will need to position 
the court in the grounds, so that in future, we can add a second court. If we are to improve 
the space behind the tennis Courts, we really must find a way to remove the Oak trees.  

• I'm happy to pay an extra £50 subs but I think we need to be careful it doesn't push some 
people over the edge! To ease the pain, I recommend next year, we give the members the 
opportunity to pay the annual subs by monthly direct debit. It would also then save chasing  
members each year. " 

• "If the research is correct eg that there is demand then agree go for it . 



• I have one comment arising from experience of playing padel and tennis in Spain.The 
positioning of the courts was such that tennis had a backdrop of a busy padel court  which 
interfered with sight lines etc etc. No doubt someone has already thought all that through. " 

• I have reservations about the cost of installing a padel court, particularly as we will need to 
invest in new tennis court surfaces in the next year or so. Also I am not sure that a new multi 
sport tennis court might not be a better investment. Will the extra membership fee apply to 
all playing members or just those who play padel? Also 90 mins is too long for a standard 
booking. It should be in half hour segments like the tennis courts. 

• Great idea ASTC - go for it! 
• I fully endorse the forward looking initiative! 
• As a tennis only member I am not particularly interested in Padel, and £60,000 seems to be 

approx £1,500 per member (based on 400) some of whom are children.   This seems a large 
amount per member to invest, and I would be interested to know how many members are 
actually likely to play regularly. 

• Having played numerous times the game would enhance the club’s facilities. Possibly 
lowering the average membership age .I also feel increasing the clubs studio facilities would 
also increase its use if costs are kept under control . 

• Excellent idea 
• Not keen 
• I would hope there is an option not to have to opt into the additional paddle board fees 
• Considering the amount of time lost by squash players this year, with no reduction in 

subscriptions, the offer of no padel upgrade, for what remains of 20/21 after court 
construction, could be extended to July 22. 

• IM not sure I’d be happy paying an extra £50 pa for something I probably wouldn’t use 
• If I was 15 years younger I might well give padel a go.  I was a bit dubious when the court 

was being erected  at Epsom (I play tennis at Epsom). However it appears to be very popular 
. I would support building a padelcourt 

• Perhaps bring in a phased padel play cost of £3 and then increase it later on. It may be easier 
to swallow if membership fee is increasing by £50.  

• It seems the committee are quite a way down this road already and this is the 1st real 
consultation with members. Not convinced that padel is the way forward. If the goal is to 
increase membership And attract younger members then programmes to introduce squash 
and tennis through the local mainstream schools should Also be looked at. Wondered if 
badminton (marked out courts like a sports hall) on the tennis courts been considered with 
Perhaps the installation of a roof over the courts to allow winter play?  

• Is the Pay & Play cost on top of membership or just if you don’t take out the padel upgrade 
• It seems the committee are quite a way down this road already and this is the 1st real 

consultation with members. Not convinced that padel is the way forward. If the goal is to 
increase membership And attract younger members then programmes to introduce squash 
and tennis through the local mainstream schools should Also be looked at. Wondered if 
badminton (marked out courts like a sports hall) on the tennis courts been considered with 
Perhaps the installation of a roof over the courts to allow winter play?  

• Would definitely be an enhancement for the Club 
• "Tennis member doesn’t have automatic and free use of Padel court and the additional fee 

will also need to be paid If planning to use " 
• Very good idea  



• I think Patel is fairly specialist and won’t lead to increased membership.  As it is also 
outdoors, weather will have an impact too, so recovering investment will take some time.  A 
better bet to increase subscription would be a sport that has much wider appeal like 
Badminton.  

• Great innovation. Well done for introducing Padel to ASC.  
• I think investing in a Padel court will be a great addition to the club's range of facilities 
• The Padel court surface needs to be a lot more forgiving than our tennis court surface, given 

our age profile. 
• Really looking forward to Padel. Court cost should not be more than squash though, 

especially as tennis courts are free and the membership will go up 
• Great idea ASTC - go for it! 
• I think the existing membership fee is high enough, I'd like the options to be broken down 

more - could I be a padel only member for example? The prospect of paying £270 for squash 
& another £50 on top for padel does not appeal in the slightest. 

• This seems a good way to broaden the appeal of racquet sports. 


